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AJC CONTINUING COVERAGE CORONAVIRUS 


Seniors struggle to secure 2nd shots 


Public health commissioner points to supply 
problems but urges all shots be used ASAP. 


By Johnny Edwards 
johnny.edwards@ajc.com 
Brad Schrade 
brad.schrade@ajc.com 
and Eric Stirgus 
eric.stirgus@ajc.com 


Seniors lucky enough to get 
first doses of a coronavirus vac- 
cine say they’re facing a night- 
mare trying to book appointments 
for the required booster shots. 

Even if they get appointments, 
it’s not clear if Georgia will have 
enough doses on hand to admin- 
ister second shots while still meet- 
ing the overwhelming demand for 


AJC TOP STORY THE 46TH PRESIDENT 


first shots. Last week the Trump 
administration acknowledged 
that a stockpile that was prom- 
ised weeks ago to ensure patients 
could complete their two-dose 
regimens didn’t exist. 
Meanwhile, the state is plow- 
ing ahead with putting as many 
shots into as many arms as possi- 
ble, counting on more shipments 
in the coming weeks after Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden takes office. 
On Tuesday the head of the Geor- 
gia Department of Public Health 
reiterated the use-’em-up policy, 


Booster continued on A6 


Some health departments write 
the dates on vaccination cards 
when patients should return for 
their booster, leaving it up to 
them to set appointments. curtis 
COMPTON/CURTIS.COMPTON@AJC.COM 
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» Anew COVID-19 challenge: 
Mutations rise with cases, A2 
» Biden arrives for inauguration 
with big plans, problems, A3 
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For daily statewide updates, 
go to ajc.com/cvupdate 


Biden’s day arrives 
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How Biden’s 
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The National Mall on this Inauguration Day is filled with 200,000 American flags, re 
cannot attend today’s historic ceremony due to the pandemic and security restrictions. SUSAN WALSH/AP 
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first 100 days 
will affect us 


By Greg Bluestein 
Greg. Bluestein@ajc.com 
and Tia Mitchell 
Tia.Mitchell@ajc.com 


President-elect Joe Biden plans to 
issue a sweep of executive orders 
and push an expansive legislative 
agenda after he takes office today, 
wielding narrow Democratic major- 
ities in Congress thanks to Georgia’s 
U.S. Senate runoffs as he races to 
reverse Donald Trump’s policies. 

In the opening days of his 
administration, Biden intends to 


immediately roll back some of 


Trump’s most divisive decisions 
with directives to rejoin the Paris 
climate accord that his predecessor 
broke, enforce a mask mandate on 
federal property and nix a travel 
ban involving a handful of majority- 
Muslim countries. 


Biden’s day continued on A8 


National Guard Sgt. Jacob Kohut 
teaches music to students from 
a military vehicle before starting 
a shift to protect the U.S. Capitol. 


President-elect Joe 
Biden left Delaware for 
Washington on Tuesday. 
DOUG MILLS/NEW YORK TIMES 


DEVELOPMENTS 
Pentagon officials say 

12 Army National Guard 
members have been 
removed from securing 
today’s inauguration after 
vetting by the FBI. A7 
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Atlanta. News. Now. 


E Visit our website 
throughout the day for 
full coverage of the Biden 
inauguration. 


Commissioners on Tuesday 
voted unanimously to remove 
the Confederate statue in 
Lawrenceville’s square. 


to today’s 
inauguration 


Aishvarya Kavi 
c.2021 The New York Times 


Joe Biden will become president 
of the United States at noon today 
in a scaled-back inauguration cer- 
emony. While key elements will 
remain traditional, many events 
will be downsized as the nation 
battles the coronavirus outbreak. 
Here’s a guide to the event. 


What will the inauguration 
look like? 

Although many of the events will 
be virtual, Maju Varghese, the exec- 
utive director of the Presidential 
Inaugural Committee, said the goal 
was an “inclusive and accessible 
celebration that brings Americans 
together and unifies our nation, 
especially during such a tough 
time for our country.” 
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Atlanta City Council will look at 
creating anew center for public 
safety and wellness to address 
the surge in violent crime. 
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State report 
on economy 
optimistic 


Lawmakers told that tax revenue 
is likely to surge later in the year. 


By James Salzer 
james.salzer@ajc.com 


Georgia’s fiscal economist told 
lawmakers Tuesday that the state’s 
labor market has recovered about 
as well as it can until the COVID- 
19 pandemic is over and that the 
economy should surge later this 
year because consumers have 
money to spend. 

Jeffrey Dorfman, who is alsoa 
University of Georgia economist, 
gave budget writers a fairly rosy 
view of what the state’s economy 
will look like as they begin review- 
ing Gov. Brian Kemp’s $27.2 bil- 
lion proposal that would spend 
more on schools and health care. 

States across the country 
expected massive shortfalls 
because of the recession caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
tax collections in Georgia have 
gone up rather than down, in 
large part because of massive 
federal spending on the unem- 
ployed and businesses. 

Dorfman told lawmakers that 
the state was down 123,000 jobs 


Economy continued on A6 
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aes 
GEORGIA 
FINANCES 
State tax 
collections 
have been 
strong during 
the first 

half of fiscal 
2021 — which 
began July 

1 — generally 
asign ofan 
improving 
economy. 
Through 
December, 
collections 
areup $722 
million, or 
6.1%. 

E Individual 
income tax 
collections are 
up 10% 

E Gross sales 
tax collections 
are up 6% 

E Corporate 
income tax 
collections are 
up 20.2% 


Braves announcer dies 


Don Sutton, who broadcast Atlanta Braves games 
for nearly three decades after winning 324 games 
as a Hall of Fame pitcher, primarily for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, died Monday night in California 


at age 75. CURTIS COMPTON/AJC 2015 
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